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In late October, President Carlos Salinas de Gortari's administration again reported very low
unemployment among Mexico's economically active population (Poblacion Economica Activa, PEA).
Nevertheless, the government's calculations drew heavy criticism from local economists, who say
the Salinas administration is painting an inaccurate picture of unemployment in the country.
According to a new report from the official statistics agency (Instituto de Estadisticas, Geografia e
Informatica, INEGI), open unemployment affected only 3.6% of Mexico's PEA during August. The
latest statistics were hailed by officials as a reflection of the economy's strength, since the official
unemployment rate for August represented a decline compared to the 3.9% open unemployment
rate reported by the INEGI in July.
Nevertheless, as has been the case with other recent INEGI reports, the latest statistics drew
strong criticism from economic analysts, who say the figures are a misleading indicator of Mexico's
economic picture. Among the main arguments, critics point out the INEGI surveys are based on the
jobless rate in 38 cities and thus there is a lack of data on the jobless rate in rural areas.
Moreover, according to financial columnist and economic analyst Sergio Sarmiento, if statistics on
the percentage of workers employed for less than 35 hours a week are included, a more accurate
picture of Mexico's jobless rate emerges. For example, INEGI itself estimates that in August the total
unemployment rate would actually climb to 18.6% if workers with jobs that occupy 35 hours a week
or less were included.
Sarmiento noted that under the current statistical data gathering methods, any person who
works even one hour is counted as "employed" by INEGI. "We do not have unemployment
insurance here, so you can't afford to be out of a job," said Sarmiento. On a related matter, the
National Manufacturing Industry Chamber (Camara Nacional de la Industria de Transformacion,
Canacintra), in late October projected that only about 220,000 new jobs would be created in the
manufacturing sector during 1994, far short of the number needed to meet employment needs in
Mexico.
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